
News to UseWhat do these flags mean and
why are they important? 

Federal Regula�Ÿon #192.16 requires that we no�Ÿfy you to exercise diligence in regards to underground or buried 
gas piping.  Buried gas piping may be subject to leakage and/or corrosion (corrosion can occur on metallic pipe) 
and could poten�Ÿally be subject to hazards if not maintained. 
 
Remember that any and all gas piping downstream (house side) of the gas meter belongs to you, the gas 
customer, and the gas customer is responsible for the maintenance and opera�Ÿon of this por�Ÿon of the gas line 
system.  We do not own the gas line beyond the meter; therefore, we don’t rou�Ÿnely maintain or locate these 
gas lines.  Commercial plumbers and/or hea�Ÿng contractors may be contacted if and when gas lines need 
a�©en�Ÿon. 
 
Buried piping should be: 

�x Periodically inspected for leaks. 
�x Periodically inspected for corrosion, if metal piping. 
�x Repaired if any unsafe condi�Ÿon is discovered; or the �Gow of gas should be shut o�+. 

The colored �Gags and paint markings that 
you may see on your property or in your 
neighborhood are put on the ground by 
your local u�Ÿlity companies in order to alert 
excavators and project planners of the 
approximate loca�Ÿon of buried u�Ÿlity lines. 
 
Prior to any excava�Ÿon project, Indiana 
State Law requires a call to 811 at least two 

full working days prior to beginning any project.  Once this call is made, 
811 sends a locate request �Ÿcket to each member u�Ÿlity in the area of 
the project.  These u�Ÿli�Ÿes then respond and place colored paint and 
�Gags on the ground to let the excavator know the approximate loca�Ÿon 
of their lines.  This helps the excavators to avoid damaging buried u�Ÿlity 
lines; such as our natural gas lines. 
 
Please leave all �Gags and markings alone; doing so will help excavators 
dig safely, and may prevent an emergency situa�Ÿon which could 
endanger you, your neighbors, u�Ÿlity employees, and �.rst responders.  
In addi�Ÿon to being the safe thing to do, leaving markings alone is the 
law!  Removing these markings can result in a $10,000 �.ne.   
 
If you ever have a ques�Ÿon about markings, please contact the 
appropriate u�Ÿlity.  And if you see anyone digging and don’t see any 
markings, please call 811. 
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Even though your household uses natural 
gas, your neighbors might not.  Their 
homes could be all electric or have 
propane appliances.  But, since natural 
gas lines can be buried anywhere, 
including under streets, alleys and roads, 
everyone needs to be aware of natural 
gas safety. 
 
Do your part and tell your neighbors to 
learn about natural gas safety at 
seingas.com.  And remember; if you ever 
smell gas in the area, leave immediately 
and from a safe place call 911 and South 
Eastern Indiana Natural Gas Co., Inc. 
immediately day or night. 


